
From the Director: Back to the Foundation 

“Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth” (Jn 17:17)  

St. Jerome (A.D. 343-420) says: 

“Read assiduously and learn as 
much as you can. Let sleep find you 
holding your Bible, and when your 
head nods let it be resting on the 
sacred page” (Letter 22.17.2; A.D. 

384).                       

“Constantly read the Bible; in fact, 
have it always in your hands. Learn 
what you have got to teach” (Letter 
52.7.1; A.D. 394).  

“Ignorance of the Scriptures is igno-
rance of Christ” (Commentary on 
Isaiah bk. 18, prologue; A.D. 408-
410).  

”Love the Bible and wisdom will love 
you...” (Letter 130.20; A.D. 414). 
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The book of Genesis establishes 
the groundwork for the inspired 
record of Sacred History. The 
opening composition of Moses’ 
five books (i.e., the Pentateuch), 
Genesis, is rooted in real words 
and deeds. This foundation, via 
Divine Providence, appears first 
in nearly all editions of the Bible. 

How to begin reading Genesis? 
Start with the Magisterial state-
ments from the Pontifical Biblical 
Commission: the texts of 1905, 
1906, 1909, and 1948. Next, 
move to the great churchmen 
who studied and contemplated 
the book of beginnings (cf. D. 
Clough, ed., Genesis according 
to the Saints). This trains one for 
sentire cum ecclesia: “thinking 
with the Church.”    

What about Genesis 1 and 2? 
The ecclesiastically tolerated 
position known as “theistic evo-
lution” has never persuaded me. 
Granted, the “creation” position 
has difficulties and challenges. 
Both positions, at this time, must 
face lacunae in the fields of Bib-
lical knowledge and scientific 
data. The student of God’s Word 
may want to read, and ponder 
carefully, Fr. Victor Warkulwiz’ 
The Doctrines of Genesis 1-11.   

Yes, it is taxing to keep abreast 
of all the Biblical findings and 
scientific discoveries that clarify 
the Pentateuch. Less daunting is 
to read the book of Genesis.  

Godspeed,                                   
Salvatore J. Ciresi, M.A. 
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“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 
and do not rely on your own insight.    
In all your ways acknowledge him,   
and he will make straight your paths”            
(Prov 3:5-6).  

The translation above is the Revised 
Standard Version: Catholic Edition. For 
the sake of comparison, here is the 
Douay-Rheims Bible: “Have confidence 
in the Lord with all thy heart, and lean 
not upon thy own prudence. In all thy 
ways think on him, and he will direct 
thy steps.” The Jerusalem Bible says: 
“Trust wholeheartedly in Yahweh, put 
no faith in your own perception; in eve-
ry course you take, have him in mind: 
he will see that your paths are smooth.”  

Proverbs is rightly linked with Solomon. 
This inspired tome is grouped as Old 
Testament “wisdom literature.” This is 
part of a threefold division, common 
today, usually as “History,” “Wisdom,” 
and “Prophets” (cf. R. Murphy, Back-
ground to the Bible, pp. 3-4). 

The brief preface (Prov 1:1-6) to the 
book proceeds to the central theme: 
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of knowledge” (Prov 1:7). This leads to 
an extended introduction in Proverbs 
1:8—9:18 on wisdom as a whole. For 
Proverbs 10:1—22:16, one reads of the 
maxims of Solomon. Proverbs 22:17—
24:34 gives two sets of sayings of the 
wise. More guidance from Solomon is 
given in Proverbs 25:1—29:27. The 
book ends with sayings from Agur in 
Proverbs 30:1-33, sayings of Lemuel in 
Proverbs 31:1-9, and the noble wife in 
Proverbs 31:10-31 (cf. J. Crenshaw, 
Old Testament Wisdom, p. 72; J. M. 
Simon, A Scripture Manual I:409-413). 

“Wisdom” (chokhmāh) in Proverbs has 
its prudential aspect: the way to know 
reality. Next comes an ethical aspect: 
the way of conduct. Finally, a religious 
aspect: the way to relate to God’s di-
vinely designed order (cf. D. Estes, 
Handbook on the Wisdom Books and 
Psalms, p. 221). This backdrop equips 
for a short exegesis for Proverbs 3:5-6.  

Proverbs 3:5 opens on “Trust” (b
e
tach); 

a Hebrew term found in many places, 
in some fashion, throughout the book 
(cf. Prov 11:15, 28; 14:16; 16:20; 28:1, 
25, 26; 29:25; 31:11). Verse 5 points to  
one’s confidence in the God who keeps 
His covenant, stands behind His moral 
order, and upholds His promises (cf. B. 
Waltke, The New International Com-
mentary on the Old Testament: The 
Book of Proverbs, Chapters 1—15, p. 
243). Divine fidelity aids human hope.         

This trust placed in God “with all your 
heart” (b

e
khol-libbekhā) is a frequent 

Old Testament teaching. There, the 
“heart” is described as the seat of life 
which wills, thinks, knows, and judges. 
One implication: even our feelings and 
emotions should be directed towards 
heaven (cf. P. Heinisch, Theology of 
the Old Testament, p. 168).  

Not placing dependence “on your own    
insight” (w

e
’el-bînāth

e
khā), coupled with 

Proverbs 3:6’s insistence for one to 
“acknowledge him” (dhā‘ēhû), stresses 
the disciple’s reliance upon grace. 
Hence, one exegete observes a fact 
that is a great consolation: “God’s gift 
illuminates and strengthens the weak-
ness of the human heart” (W. Farmer, 
ed., The International Bible Commen-
tary, p. 866). 

Scripture Memorization and Exegesis from the Old Testament:                                                                                              
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“Now faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. For by it the men of old received  
divine approval. By faith we understand 
that the world was created by the word of 
God, so that what is seen was made out of 
things which do not appear” (Heb 11:1-3).  

The three verses above introduce the elev-
enth chapter of Hebrews: the well-known 
“Saints Hall of Fame” section of the epistle. 
The section is reinforced in the next chap-
ter with the venerated phrase, “cloud of 
witnesses” (nephos martyrōn) of Hebrews 
12:1. The emphasis is upon faith.   

Hebrews 11:1 builds on the earlier Pauline 
maxim of 2 Corinthians 5:7: “for we walk 
by faith, not by sight.” The texts include 
things “which are neither the immediate 
object of our sight nor perceived by rea-
son, but which we still more firmly believe 
than if we saw them” (J. MacEvilly, An Ex-
position of the Epistles of St. Paul II:238). 

Hebrews 11:2 speaks of the “men of old” 
(hoi presbyteroi), some of whom will be 
highlighted in the chapter. The persons 
named, from Salvation History, were pre-
sumably familiar to the epistle’s hearers.  

Hebrews 11:3 teaches “the world was cre-
ated” (katērtisthai tous aiōnas) by the 
“word of God” (rhēmati theou). Nothing of 
chance or evolution in this verse.        

The pericope of Hebrew 11:1-3 has “faith” 
(pistis) connected with expressions such 
as “assurance” (hypostasis), “hoped” 
(elpizomenōn), “conviction” (elenchos), 
and “not seen” (ou blepomenōn). Such 
terms, however, do not reduce faith to 
mere belief alone, or profession alone; as 
important as belief and profession may be. 
An oversimplification ignores other verses 
in the New Testament that testify to other 
essentials of faith. Consider other facets 
which complement belief and profession: 

• Faith is necessary: “And without faith it is 
impossible to please Him. For whoever 
would draw near to God must believe that 
He exists and that He rewards those who 
seek Him” (Heb 11:6). This is a given.        
• Faith assents to truth: “And we also thank 
God constantly for this, that when you re-
ceived the word of God which you heard 
from us, you accepted it not as the word of 
men but as what it really is, the word of 
God, which is at work in you believers” (1 
Thess 2:13). Here is a mental acceptance.        
•  Faith demands obedience: “Now to Him 
who is able to strengthen you according to 
my gospel and the preaching of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery which was kept secret for long ag-
es but is now disclosed and through the 
prophetic writings is made known to all na-
tions, according to the command of the 
eternal God, to bring about the obedience 
of faith” (Rom 16:25-26). St. Paul begins 
(Rom 1:5) and ends (Rom 16:26) his main 
soteriological book with obedience.              
• Faith manifests trust: “Thus Abraham 
‘believed God, and it was reckoned to him 
as righteousness’” (Gal 3:6). This point 
was overemphasized by Martin Luther.                           
• Faith is vivified by works: “For as the 
body apart from the spirit is dead, so faith 
apart from works is dead” (Jas 2:26). The  
illuminating context is James 2:14-26.            
• Faith is undergirded by charity: “And if I 
have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing” (1 Cor 13:2). 
This meshes with the words of the Savior 
(Jn 14:15; 15:10).  

The Roman Catechism I.11-19 (1566)  
supplements the topic. One reads the word 
“faith” has a variety of meanings. Faith   
differs in degrees and dignity. It excludes 
doubt and an unsound curiosity, while re-
quiring open proclamation. Faith gives a 
knowledge of God more easily than by rea-
son. Such knowledge is clearer, more cer-
tain, more ample, and more exalted. 

Scripture Memorization and Exegesis from the New Testament:                                                                                              
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Fr. William Dowd writes: “Catholics ac-
cept the Gospels as the inspired word 
of God and, therefore, as infallibly true 
and trustworthy. Inspiration is the basis 
for the divine authority of the sacred 
books. But for the purposes of Apolo-
getics it is necessary to inquire into the 
human authority of the Gospels, i.e., 
into the claims which they make to be 
accepted as true and reliable even by 
those who do not acknowledge their 
inspired character” (Science and Cul-
ture Series: The Gospel Guide, p. 70). 
This subject may serve as a briefing to 
the inerrancy of the Holy Bible.     

The classic apologetic method, labeled  
the “credibility of the Gospels,” is a way 
to demonstrate the four evangelistic 
writings are worthy of belief (the term 
“credible” may be traced to the Latin 
credibilis). This method puts aside, for 
the moment, the divine inspiration and 
consequent inerrancy of the Sacred 
Scriptures, and considers the Gospels 
as common historical documents. This 
validates the Gospels warrant respect 
from human reason, apart from faith. 
This method may draw the attention of 
the unbeliever who rejects the Catholic 
Church’s teaching on divine revelation.  

The designation “historical document” 
is important. A “document” may be de-
fined as “an original or official paper 
relied upon as the basis, proof, or sup-
port of anything else” (A. Schmidt and 
J. Perkins, Faith and Reason: A First 
Course in Apologetics, p. 178). Such a  
document is “historical” if it is “a faithful 
or correct record of past events” (M. 
Forrest, Chats with Prospective Con-
verts, p. 15). This kind of chronicle may 
be brought forward to prove the facts. 

With that definition, one may examine 
the Gospels as historical documents for 
the three characteristics of authenticity, 
integrity, and reliability. “Authenticity” is 
concerned with authorship. “Integrity” 
focuses on the intactness of the copies. 
“Reliability” is the matter of trustworthi-
ness. These characteristics are not 
confined to Apologetics; they are also 
applicable to Biblical Studies. A typical 
commentary, for example, will usually 
discuss a book’s writer (authenticity), 
textual inquiries (integrity), and veracity 
(reliability). Past issues of Veritas 
Scripturae have dealt with the three 
characteristics; future bulletins will do 
likewise when needed.  

In addition to the sources mentioned in 
this column (The Gospel Guide and 
Faith and Reason), a number of books 
address this area of Gospel credibility. 
Here is a sample of Catholic authors 
who discuss the subject:  

• Anthony Alexander, College Apolo-
getics: Proof of the Truth of the Catho-
lic Faith                                                  
• G. H. Duggan, Beyond Reasonable 
Doubt                                                     
• John Laux, A Course in Religion for 
Catholic High Schools and Academies, 
Book IV: Catholic Apologetics               
• Jeffrey Mirus, ed., Reasons for Hope                                         
• Michael Sheehan, Apologetics and 
Catholic Doctrine. 

Fr. Martin Scott justifies the time and 
effort put to this subject: “If the Gospels 
are a true historical record, they are a 
credential for Christianity better and 
sounder than any credential ever pre-
sented for anything else in this world” 
(The Credentials of Christianity, p. 63). 

Inerrancy Basics:                                                                                              
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St. Maximus the Confessor (580—662) 
was born in Constantinople within a 
Christian household. Of great mind and 
literary abilities, he was placed at a 
young age as secretary to Emperor 
Heraclius. Maximus would leave the 
court for stays in monasteries in Asia 
Minor and North Africa. He would later    
contribute to the orthodox explanation 
and defense of the two wills (human 
and divine) in the Person of Christ. 
Maximus lost his tongue and right hand 
to his torturing enemies because of his 
doctrinal stance. Such afflictions would 
lead to his demise (cf. M. Aquilina, The 
Fathers of the Church, pp. 298-300).   

Besides “Confessor” for his resistance 
to error, St. Maximus also has “the 
Theologian” tag because of his intellect 
and spiritual depth, found in his tomes 
(cf. F. Cayré, Manual of Patrology and 
History of Theology II:306-313). One 
such treatise, in its full title, is Two 
Hundred Chapters on Theology and 
the Incarnate Economy of the Son of 
God, composed about 628 to 633.    
Below are three extracts, all of interest 
to the student of both Holy Writ and 
Dogmatic Theology.    

The first is Chapter on Theology 1.89: 
“The grace of the New Testament is 
mystically hidden in the letter of the 
Old; thus, the Apostle says that ‘the 
Law is spiritual.’ The Law, consequent-
ly, although in the letter it ages and 
grows old when not being practiced, 
nevertheless in the spirit it constantly 
grows young, being energized. For 
grace is absolutely unaging” (L. Salés, 
trans., Popular Patristics Series 53: 
Saint Maximus the Confessor — Two 
Hundred Chapters on Theology, p. 97).  

A second selection is from 1.90:           
“The Law contains a shadow of the 
Gospel, whereas the Gospel is the fig-
ure of good things to come. For the  
former inhibits the commission of evil 
deeds, whereas the latter prescribes 
the performance of good deeds” 
(Salés, p. 99).  

Extract three is from 1.93: “The Law 
contains a shadow and the Prophets a 
figure of the divine and spiritual goods 
in the Gospel. And the Gospel shows 
the truth itself as being present to us 
through the letters, having been fore-
shadowed by the Law and prefigured 
by the Prophets” (Salés, p. 99).    

St. Maximus’ citations from his Two 
Hundred Chapters on Theology under-
scores a central theme for Biblical 
Studies: the unity of the Old and New 
Testaments. Maximus points us to 
three considerations.  

Firstly, there really were graces, bless-
ings, and favors provided in the older  
dispensation. God’s munificence was 
present even before the Incarnation.    

Secondly, the Patristic interpretation of 
the Holy Bible, well into the Seventh 
Century, taught believers to look to the 
unity of the covenants. This is seen in 
the expressions such as “mystically 
hidden” and “prefigured.” 

Thirdly, St. Maximus follows Paul the 
Apostle and uses his Biblical terms 
from Romans and Hebrews to describe 
the relation among the Testaments. A 
lesson today for those in academia: 
originality is not always necessary if  
Scriptural language will do the task. 

The Church Fathers and Scripture:                                                                                              
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St. Thomas Aquinas has left behind 
much guidance and wisdom for today’s 
student of the Sacred Scriptures. We 
appreciate his legacy for the intellectual 
life. Not to be overlooked, however, is 
Thomas’ aid to the interior life, which 
cannot be isolated from the job of re-
search. Consider one prayer he would 
offer, found in R. Anderson and J. 
Moser, trans. and ed., Devoutly I Adore 
Thee: The Prayers and Hymns of St. 
Thomas Aquinas, pages 40-43. The 
title is Ante Studium (“Before Study”):                             

“Ineffable Creator,                                
Who, from the treasures of Your wisdom,                                                      
has established three hierarchies of       
angels,                                                        
has arrayed them in marvelous order 
above the fiery heavens,                        
and has marshaled the regions                   
of the universe with such artful skill,  

You are proclaimed                                 
the true font of light and wisdom,           
and the primal origin                            
raised high beyond all things. 

Pour forth a ray of Your brightness         
into the darkened places of my mind;     
disperse from my soul                             
the twofold darkness                                 
into which I was born:                               
sin and ignorance. 

You make eloquent the tongues of infants. 
Refine my speech                                  
and pour forth upon my lips                     
the goodness of Your blessing.  

Grant to me                                           
keenness of mind,                                   
capacity to remember,                               
skill in learning,                                         
subtlety to interpret,                                
and eloquence in speech.    

May You                                                  
guide the beginning of my work,              
direct its progress,                                  
and bring it to completion. 

You Who are true God and true Man,     
Who live and reign, world without end.  

                                                  Amen.”  

This prayer says a great deal about 
one’s approach to the sacred science 
of theology, which naturally includes 
the field of Biblical Studies. Here are 
five things to ponder from the Angelic 
Doctor. 

Firstly, the fact that Aquinas begins 
with prayer, rather than rushing right 
into bookwork, is mindful. A moment’s 
preparation will form a good intention.    

Secondly, Thomas keeps us humble by 
acknowledging both our wickedness 
and stupidity. This is a needed check 
on pride — a danger to any teacher.  

Thirdly, there is a string of requests for 
acute thinking, improved memory, the 
ability to comprehend, and fluency in 
communication. All are noble pursuits 
for anyone in academia.     

Fourthly, the Common Doctor asks for 
divine direction for the start, middle, 
and end of a chore. A completed work, 
done well, is the Christian’s goal.   

Fifthly, the saint ends with a recognition 
of the dominion of Jesus Christ. This 
reminds the Bible student to approach 
God’s Word with the proper measure of 
reverence and gravity. It is a privilege 
to read and study the Sacred Page. 

St. Thomas Aquinas and Revelation:                                                                                              

A Prayer to Commence Study 
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Pope St. Pius X issued Sacrorum Antistitum (Oath 
Against Modernism) on September 1, 1910. The text  
(slightly edited and reformatted) is from R. Deferrari, 
trans., The Sources of Catholic Dogma, pages 549-51:  

“I … firmly embrace and accept all and everything that 
has been defined, affirmed, and declared by the unerr-
ing Magisterium of the Church, especially those chief 
doctrines which are directly opposed to the errors of 
this time. And first, I profess that God, the beginning 
and end of all things, can be certainly known and thus 
can also be demonstrated by the natural light of reason 
‘by the things that are made,’ that is, by the visible 
works of creation, as the cause by the effects.  

Secondly, I admit and recognize the external argu-
ments of revelation, that is, divine facts, and especially 
miracles and prophecies, as very certain signs of the 
divine origin of the Christian religion; and I hold that 
these same arguments have been especially accom-
modated to the intelligence of all ages and men, even 
of these times.  

Thirdly, likewise, with a firm faith I believe that the 
Church, guardian and mistress of the revealed word, 
was instituted proximately and directly by the true and 
historical Christ Himself, while he sojourned among us, 
and that the same was built upon Peter, the chief of the 
apostolic hierarchy, and his successors until the end of 
time. 

Fourthly, I accept sincerely the doctrine of faith trans-
mitted from the Apostles through the orthodox Fathers, 
always in the same sense and interpretation, even to 
us; and so I reject the heretical invention of the evolu-
tion of dogmas, passing from one meaning to another, 
different from that which the Church first had; and like-
wise I reject all error whereby a philosophic fiction is 
substituted for the divine deposit, given over to the 
Spouse of Christ and to be guarded faithfully by her, or 
a creation of the human conscience formed gradually 
by the efforts of men and to be perfected by indefinite 
progress in the future. 

Fifthly, I hold most certainly and profess sincerely that 
faith is not a blind religious feeling bursting forth from 
the recesses of the subconscious, unformed morally 
under the pressure of the heart and the impulse of the 
will, but the true assent of the intellect to the truth re-
ceived extrinsically ex auditu, whereby we believe that 
what has been said, attested, and revealed by the per-
sonal God, our Creator and Lord, to be true on account 
of the authority of God the highest truth.  

I also subject myself with the reverence which is proper, 
and I adhere with my whole soul to all the condemna-
tions, declarations, and prescriptions which are con-
tained in the Encyclical letter, Pascendi and in the De-
cree, Lamentabili, especially on that which is called the 
history of dogma.  

In the same manner I disapprove the error of those who 
affirm that the faith proposed by the Church can be in 
conflict with history, and that Catholic dogmas, in the 
sense in which they are now understood, cannot be 
reconciled with the more authentic origins of the Catho-
lic religion.  

I also condemn and reject the opinion of those who say 
that the more erudite Christian puts on a dual personali-
ty, one of the believer, the other of the historian, as if it 
were permitted the historian to hold what is in contra-
diction to the faith of the believer; or to establish prem-
ises from which it follows that dogmas are either false 
or doubtful, provided they are not directly denied.  

I disapprove likewise that method of studying and inter-
preting Sacred Scripture, which disregards the tradition 
of the Church, the analogy of faith, and the norms of 
the Apostolic See, and adheres to the fictions of the 
rationalists, and no less freely than boldly adopts textu-
al criticism as the only and supreme rule.  

Besides I reject the opinion of those who hold that to 
present the historical and theological disciplines the 
teacher or the writer on these subjects must first divest 
himself of previously conceived opinion either on the 
supernatural origin of Catholic tradition, or on the aid 
promised by God for the perpetual preservation of eve-
ry revealed truth; then that the writings of the individual 
Fathers are to be interpreted only by the principles of 
science, setting aside all divine authority, and by that 
freedom of judgment with which any profane document 
is customarily investigated.  

Finally, in short, I profess to be utterly free of the error 
according to which the modernists hold that there is 
nothing divine in the sacred tradition; or, what is far 
worse, admit this in the pantheistic sense, so that noth-
ing remains but the bare and simple fact to be assimi-
lated with the common facts of history, namely, of men 
by their industry, skill, and genius continuing through 
subsequent ages the school inaugurated by Christ and 
His disciples.  

So I retain most firmly the faith of the Fathers, and shall 
retain it until the final breath of life, regarding the certain 
gift of truth, which is, was, and will be always in the 
succession of the episcopacy from the Apostles, not so 
that what may seem better and more fitting according to 
each one’s period of culture may be held, but so that 
the absolute and immutable truth preached by the 
Apostles from the beginning may never be believed 
otherwise, may never be understood otherwise.  

All these things I promise that I shall faithfully, com-
pletely, and sincerely keep and inviolably watch, never 
deviating from them in word and writing either while 
teaching or in any other pursuit. So I promise, so I 
swear, so help me God and these holy Gospels of 
God.” 

The Magisterium Speaks:                                                                                               

Pope St. Pius X’s Sacrorum Antistitum 
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“1. Whether, bearing in mind the universal 
and constant tradition of the Church dating 
from the first centuries, which explicit testi-
monies of the Fathers, the inscriptions of the 
codices of the Gospels, the oldest version of 
the sacred books as well as their catalogues 
transmitted to us by the holy Fathers, eccle-
siastical writers, Supreme Pontiffs and the 
Councils, and finally, the liturgical usages of 
the Eastern and Western Church clearly rec-
ord, it may and must be affirmed with certain-
ty that Matthew, an Apostle of Christ, is in 
truth the author of the Gospel published un-
der his name.                                                                         
Answer: In the affirmative. 

2. Whether the opinion must be considered 
as sufficiently supported by the testimony of 
tradition, which holds that Matthew wrote 
before the other Evangelists and that he 
wrote the first Gospel in the native dialect 
then in use by the Jews of Palestine, for 
whom this work was intended.                     
Answer: In the affirmative to both parts.     

3. Whether the publication of this original text 
may be deferred beyond the time of the de-
struction of Jerusalem, so that the prophe-
cies which are therein recorded concerning 
that event, were written after the destruction, 
and whether the frequently quoted testimony 
of St. Irenaeus [Against Heresies 3.1], the 
interpretation of which is uncertain and con-
troverted, must be considered of such au-
thority as to necessitate the rejection of the 
opinion of those who consider it more in con-
formity with tradition that the first Gospel was 
completed even before the arrival of St. Paul 
at Rome.                                                           
Answer: In the negative to both parts.      

4. Whether the opinion of certain moderns 
may be held as probable according to which 
Matthew is said to have composed the Gos-
pel not exactly as it has been transmitted to 
us, but only a collection of the sayings and 
discourses of Christ, which an anonymous 
author, whom these moderns call the compil-
er of the Gospel, has used as sources.                                      
Answer: In the negative.  

5. Whether, from the fact that the Fathers, all 
ecclesiastical writers, and even the Church 
herself, from the very beginning, have used 
only the Greek text of the Gospel known un-
der the name of Matthew as canonical, not 
even excepting those who have explicitly 
testified that Matthew, the Apostle, wrote in 
the native dialect, it can be proved with cer-
tainty that the Greek Gospel is identical in 
substance with the Gospel written in the ver-
nacular by the same Apostle.                                                         
Answer: In the affirmative. 

6. Whether, from the fact that the purpose of 
the author is principally dogmatic and apolo-
getic, demonstrating to the Jews that Jesus 
is the Messiah foretold by the prophets and a 
descendant of the House of David, and that, 
moreover, the author does not always follow 
the chronological order in arranging the 
deeds and sayings which he narrates and 
records, it is consequently lawful to conclude 
that they are not to be considered as true; 
and whether it may also be affirmed that the 
narration of the deeds and words of Christ, 
which is contained in the Gospel, has been 
subjected to changes and adaptations under 
the influence of the prophecies of the Old 
Testament and the more developed status of 
the Church, and that, consequently, this nar-
ration is not in conformity with historical truth.                                        
Answer: In the negative to both parts.   

7. Whether in particular the opinion of those 
ought to be considered devoid of solid foun-
dation, who call in question the historical au-
thenticity of the first two chapters, in which 
the genealogy and the infancy of Christ are 
narrated, as also certain passages of great 
importance in dogma, such as those refer-
ring to the primacy of Peter (16:17-19), the 
form of Baptism given to the Apostles togeth-
er with the universal mission of teaching 
(28:19-20), the Apostles’ profession of faith 
in the divinity of Christ (14:33), and others of 
this character, which are expressed in a 
manner peculiar to Matthew.                     
Answer: In the affirmative.                     

               June 19,1911” 

The Pontifical Biblical Commission:                                                                                      

        On the Author, Date of  Composition, and Historical Truth                                                                            

   of  the Gospel according to St. Matthew  
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Consider three prophecies, each given with 
some of their contexts: 

Isaiah 2:1-4 states:                                      
“The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem. It shall come 
to pass in the latter days that the mountain of 
the house of the Lord shall be established as 
the highest of the mountains, and shall be 
raised above the hills; and all the nations shall 
flow to it, and many peoples shall come, and 
say: ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways and that we may 
walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth 
the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusa-
lem. He shall judge between the nations, and 
shall decide for many peoples; and they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more.”  

Micah 4:1-4 announces:                                   
“It shall come to pass in the latter days that the 
mountain of the house of the Lord shall be 
established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be raised up above the hills; and peo-
ples shall flow to it, and many nations shall 
come, and say: ‘Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God 
of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and 
we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall 
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. He shall judge between many peo-
ples, and shall decide for strong nations afar 
off; and they shall beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more; but they 
shall sit every man under his vine and under 
his fig tree, and none shall make them afraid; 
for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spo-
ken.” 

Joel 3:1-10 says:                                                   
“For behold, in those days and at that time, 
when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jeru-
salem, I will gather all the nations and bring 
them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat, and I 
will enter into judgment with them there, on 
account of my people and my heritage Israel, 

because they have scattered them among the 
nations, and have divided up my land, and 
have cast lots for my people, and have given a 
boy for a harlot, and have sold a girl for wine, 
and have drunk it.                                                       
What are you to me, O Tyre and Sidon, and all 
the regions of Philistia? Are you paying me 
back for something? If you are paying me back, 
I will requite your deed upon your own head 
swiftly and speedily. For you have taken my 
silver and my gold, and have carried my rich 
treasures into your temples. You have sold the 
people of Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks, 
removing them far from their own border. But 
now I will stir them up from the place to which 
you have sold them, and I will requite your 
deed upon your own head. I will sell your sons 
and your daughters into the hand of the sons of 
Judah, and they will sell them to the Sabeans, 
to a nation far off; for the Lord has spoken.                    
Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare war, 
stir up the mighty men. Let all the men of war 
draw near, let them come up. Beat your plow-
shares into swords, and your pruning hooks 
into spears; let the weak say, ‘I am a warrior.’” 

Two questions: (1) Why are Isaiah and Micah 
saying nearly the same thing? (2) Why does 
Joel differ from both on the recasting of tools? 

(1) Isaiah and Micah are contemporary proph-
ets, in the Eighth and Seventh Centuries, to the 
Southern Kingdom. It is fitting that they would 
preach similar messages at times. Both look to 
an era of peace. Isaiah 2:4’s line of “beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks” (w

e
khitt

e
thû char

e
vôthām l

e
’ittîm 

wachnîthôthêhem l
e
mazmērôth), with Micah 

4:3, speaks of tools of battle (“swords” and 
“spears”) remade into agricultural implements 
(“plowshares” and “pruning hooks”) associated 
with a life of calm.   

(2) Joel is speaking about a different situation. 
Granted, scholars vary on when his book was 
composed (cf. K. Kitchen, On the Reliability of 
the Old Testament, p. 376). Whatever the date, 
Joel looks to an epoch of war. Tools connected 
with a land’s solidarity will be refashioned for 
weapons in a period of strife. Thus, a change in 
phraseology (cf. E. Kissane, The Book of Isai-
ah I:21-32; W. Most, Free from All Error, p. 47). 

Addressing Bible Difficulties:                                                                                              

Implements of  War and Peace 
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“Paul of Tarsus,” notes Fr. Lucien Cerfaux, 
“is one of the most closely studied men of 
antiquity” (The Spiritual Journey of Saint 
Paul, p. ix). This is expected of an Apostle 
so significant in the New Testament.  

One way to appreciate St. Paul is to learn 
the important events of his life; preferably, 
in chronological order. Granting that some 
dates and sequence are approximations,  
a timeline could still be constructed (cf. S. 
Bullough, Scripture Textbooks for Catholic 
Schools VI:39-43; A. Fuentes, A Guide to 
the Bible, pp. 202-203; What the Bible is 
All About: Reproducible Maps, Charts, 
Time Lines and Illustrations, p. 227). A  
future column will survey the Pauline 
books. For now, some crucial milestones:  

1. Birth of Saul of Tarsus (estimated from 
Acts 7:58’s “young man” [neaniou] and 
Philemon 9’s “old man” [presbytēs]). Circa 
A.D. 5.  

2. Martyrdom of Stephen (Acts 7:57—8:1). 
Circa A.D. 33—34. 

3. Conversion of Saul (Acts 9:1-9). Circa 
A.D. 33—34. 

4. Arabian trip (Acts 9:23; Gal 1:15-17). 
Circa A.D. 35—38. 

5. Two-week visit to Jerusalem (Acts 9:26-
29; Gal 1:18-19). Circa A.D. 38. 

6. Ministry in Syria and Cilicia (Acts 9:30; 
Gal 1:21). Circa A.D. 38—43.  

7. Arrival in Syrian Antioch (Acts 11:25-
26). Circa A.D. 43. 

8. The famine visit to Jerusalem (Acts 
11:27-30; 12:25). Circa A.D. 43—44. 

9. First mission journey (Acts 13:1—14: 
28). Circa A.D. 45—49.  

10. Jerusalem council (Acts 15:1-29; Gal 
2:1-10). Circa A.D. 48—49.   

11. Second mission journey (Acts 15:36—
18:22). Circa A.D. 50—52.  

12. Appearance before Gallio (Acts 18:12-
17). Circa A.D. 51—52. 

13. Return to Jerusalem and Syrian Anti-
och (Acts 18:22). Circa A.D. 52. 

14. Third mission journey (Acts 18:23—
21:17). Circa A.D. 53—58. 

15. Ministry in Ephesus (Acts 19:1—20:1). 
Circa A.D. 54—57.    

16. Arrest in Jerusalem (Acts 21:27—22: 
30). Circa A.D. 57. 

17. Caesarean imprisonment (Acts 23:23 
—26:32). Circa A.D. 57—59. 

18. Shipwreck voyage to Rome (Acts 27:1 
—28:16). Circa A.D. 60—61. 

19. First Roman imprisonment (Acts 28:16-
31). Circa A.D. 61—63. 

20. Release from prison. Circa A.D. 63. 

21. Additional mission work (Tit 1:5). Circa 
A.D. 63—67.   

22. Second Roman imprisonment (2 Tim 
4:6-8). Circa A.D. 67. 

23. Trial and execution. Circa A.D. 67. 

“For us Christians,” closes Henri Daniel-
Rops, “Saint Paul is unquestionably the 
most wonderful example of that pure and 
ardent flame which Christ Jesus can light 
in the souls of those who love Him” (Saint 
Paul: Apostle of Nations, p. 163). 

The Biblical World:                                                                                              

Milestones in the Life of  St. Paul 
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“Our Lord preached many times,” says 
Msgr. Tihamer Toth, “but never so elo-
quently and effectively as on the cross. 
What is of genuine value in the world 
and what is but false seeming, what is 
the only evil and what is the truly good, 
what is to be feared and what should 
be imitated, what a monstrous thing sin 
is in God’s sight, what path must be 
followed if we wish to attain eternal life 
— all this is taught most surely by the 
cross” (The Great Redeemer: A Course 
of Sermons on the Passion and Death 
of Christ, p. 279). During this divine 
and salvific action at Golgotha, seven 
utterances from Christ Jesus have 
been recorded in the Holy Gospels. 
The sacred words from that first Good 
Friday have been the object of study 
and meditation for ages by the Church 
Militant.  

Consider the seven sayings. Three are 
found in St. Luke, three in St. John, 
and one in Ss. Matthew and Mark. 
From the episode of the Last Supper to 
the scene in Gethsemane, the Savior  
gave long discourses. But the speaking 
from the cross, however, was compact. 
These short lines were the providential 
end of the public ministry of the Son of 
God (cf. R. Gorman, The Last Hours of 
Jesus, p. 231). Concise comments on 
each saying, given below, are based 
on Archbishop Alban Goodier, The 
Crown of Sorrow: Lent Meditations on 
the Passion of Our Lord, pp. 123-141.         

“Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do” (Lk 23:34). Pardon was 
offered by Our Lord throughout His 
public life. Mercy was extended even to 
the Savior’s executioners. The vilest 
sinner, then, may hope for forgiveness. 

“Truly, I say to you, today you will be 
with me in Paradise” (Lk 23:43). The 
“good thief” comes to Christ not from 
arguments or book learning. Both ways 
are legitimate. The thief, here, repents 
in a quicker fashion. This must have 
given joy, amid suffering, to the Master.      

“‘Woman, behold, your son!’ Then He 
said to the disciple, ‘Behold, your moth-
er’” (Jn 19:26-27). This scene at the 
Passion may be the most familiar to 
Catholics. John represents mankind. 
The result: Mary is our mother.   

“And about the ninth hour Jesus cried 
with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me’” (Mt 
27:46; cf. Mk 15:34). This cry is the first 
line from Psalm 22, a messianic psalm. 
The Suffering Servant is disclosing the 
intense pain of the Sacred Heart. He is 
forgoing consolations from the Father.    

“I thirst” (Jn 19:28). Another messianic 
psalm; Psalm 69. More fulfilled prophe-
cy, with three main points originally 
written by David. First, the Messiah’s 
troubles. Second, His zeal to do good. 
Third, mistreatment from His enemies.     

“It is finished” (Jn 19:30). The work of 
redemption is nearing completion. The 
Messiah has obeyed the Father’s will. 
The Son carried out the heavenly plan.       

“Father, into thy hands I commit my 
spirit!” (Lk 23:46). A third reference 
from the psalmist; Psalm 31. It may be 
said that the Psalter of David is the 
Savior’s dying prayers. The seventh 
and final utterance should evoke a trust 
in the benevolent God. 

The Life of  Christ:                                                                                              

The Words from the Cross 
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Aloys Schaefer. The Mother of Jesus in 
Holy Scripture: Biblical-Theological  
Addresses. Translated from the second 
German edition by Ferdinand Brossart. 
NY: Pustet, 1913, 274 pages.  

Aloys Schaefer (1853—1914) was born 
in Germany. Ordained to the priest-
hood in 1876, Fr. Schaefer did parish 
work and later was a professor of New 
Testament. He was consecrated to the 
episcopacy and would become Vicar 
Apostolic of Saxony in 1906. At the 
University of Munster in his earlier 
years, Fr. Schaefer gave the lectures, 
spanning 1885-6, that are the core of 
The Mother of Jesus in Holy Scripture. 

The lectures were published to offer a 
systematic exposition, by a rigorous 
interpretation of the salient passages 
within Holy Writ, that are relevant to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Fr. Schaefer thus 
describes his theological method: one 
that follows the entire biblical doctrine 
on the Mother of God, as developed, 
via the entire history of redemption to 
its completion in Christ (cf. p. 11).  

The author discusses Our Lady by her 
main titles such as “Virgin,” “Mother of 
God,” “Mother of the Redeemer,” 
“Highly Favored,” “Co-Operating,” and 
“Mediatress.” Each name is examined 
in a Scriptural and theological manner.        

Here is an extract on a linguistic point: 
“The form of the name, according to 
the Hebrew text, is Mirjam (מרים)          ,  
in the LXX, in Aquilas, Theotion, and 
Symmachus always Μαριáμ, in the 
New Testament both Μαριáμ and 
Μαρία. It must, however, be here re-
marked that in reference to the Mother 

of God the Hebrew form Μαιρáμ is se-
lected as the nominative, accusative, 
and the vocative; in reference to other 
bearers of this name, however, the 
shorter Greek form Μαρία is chosen. 
This fact cannot be regarded as acci-
dental, but must have had its reason in 
the fact that the Evangelists carefully 
retained in the case of the Mother of 
Jesus the form of the name which had 
been heard or received by them —
especially by Luke — and which was 
regarded by them already as worthy of 
veneration through a highly significant 
bearer in the Old Testament” (p. 139).  

The tome gives thoughts for devotion:  
“As Eve’s pride, unbelief and disobedi-
ence became the starting point of sin 
and its curse, so did Mary’s humility, 
faith, and obedience become the be-
ginning of our blessing and salvation”  
(pp. 159-160). 

A final quote, this one on doctrine:  
“Jesus and Mary are not divided in their 
mediatorship so that the latter could 
intervene without the former, but as the 
first and infinite cause includes and 
carries within itself all secondary and 
finite causes, and these latter receive 
their power from the former, so, like-
wise, is the mediatorship of the Mother 
of God included in that of her Son and 
is active through the same” (p. 220).      

Fr. Schaefer is competent in several 
languages. He also cites the Fathers 
and great commentators with ease. In 
addition, the particularities of Mariology 
are given clarity. The perennial value of 
the book may be its unforced exegesis 
of the Old Testament; a great boon to 
support Catholic teachings. 

Book Recommendation (out-of-print):   

The Mother of  Jesus in Holy Scripture: Theological-Biblical Addresses 
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Kenneth Baker, S.J., trans. Summa of 
Sacred Theology: On the Church of 
Christ, On Holy Scripture. USA: Keep 
the Faith, 2015, 769 pages.  

This textbook is a translation from the 
Latin tome, Sacrae Theologiae Summa 
I: De Ecclesia, De Sacra Scriptura, by 
Joachim Salaverri, S.J, and Michaele 
Nicolau, S.J. This work was part of a 
set that was published in Madrid, Spain 
by Biblioteca de Autores Cristianos in 
1955. This volume is part of that great 
tradition of “the manuals” popular some 
time ago. Sacrae Theologiae Summa  
appeared in four large volumes; the 
English set will be spread over eight 
smaller works. This brief review will 
consider On Holy Scripture.  

The introduction presents a general 
bibliography (of mainly Latin titles) on 
ecclesiastical documents, general 
works, and special tomes on Sacred 
Scripture’s inspiration and veracity (pp. 
554-556). A bit later comes the object 
of the treatise: “Our purpose will be to 
present a dogmatic treatise and to ex-
plain the principles by which the study 
of Holy Scripture should be regulat-
ed” (p. 558, italics in original).  

Here is the basic outline of the tome:                                         
• Chapter I: On the inspiration of Holy 
Scripture.                                             
Article I: On the fact of inspiration.           
Article II: On the criteria of revelation. 
Article III: Summary of the History of 
the Canon.                                                 
Article IV: On the nature of inspiration. 
Article V: On the extension of inspira-
tion.                                                    
Article VI: On the relation of the transla-
tions to the inspired originals.              
Article VII: On the inerrancy of Holy 
Scripture. 

• Chapter II: On the interpretation of 
Holy Scripture.                                             
Article I: On the sense of Holy Scrip-
ture.                                                   
Article II: On the way of finding the 
sense of Holy Scripture.                                
• Chapter III: On the values of Holy 
Scripture.                                            
Article I: On the literary values.                                              
Article II: The supernatural values in 
Holy Scripture.                                             
Article III: On the reading of Holy Scrip-
ture.        

The articles usually have one or more 
theses, and one or more scholia (which 
deal with special and subtle matters). 
Additionally, theology is not separated 
from devotion; Chapter III gives proper 
attention to the Sacred Page’s role in 
the interior life. 

A sample quotation: “Three moments 
can be considered in inspiration: con-
sidered actively it is the action itself of 
God inspiring; it is an action outside of 
God and therefore common to the 
three persons of the Trinity, but appro-
priated to the Holy Spirit, like all the 
works of salvation proceeding from the 
love of God. — Considered passively 
inspiration is the reception of this action 
of God in the mind and in the faculties 
of the human writer. —  Inspiration is 
considered terminative in the written 
book” (p. 559, italics in original).          

Fr. Baker and Keep the Faith, Inc., 
have performed a valuable service for 
the Church Militant with the release of 
this series. The student of God’s Word, 
wanting to learn the technical aspects 
of Biblical science, will have a reliable 
source in On Holy Scripture. The hard-
back volume, of high quality, sells for 
about $35 (a definite bargain). 

Book Recommendation (in-print):                                                                    

    Summa of  Sacred Theology:    

   On the Church of  Christ, On Holy Scripture                                                                                                                                             
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“You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind” (Mt 22:37).  

“Jesus said to them, ‘Is not this why you are 
wrong, that you know neither the Scriptures 
nor the power of God?’” (Mk 12:24).  

“And beginning with Moses and all the Proph-
ets, He [Christ] interpreted to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning Himself” (Lk 
24:27).  

“Now Jesus did many other signs in the pres-
ence of the disciples, which are not written in 
this book; but these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing you may have life in 
His name” (Jn 20:30-31). 
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